Dan Davis
     Anyone who has ever had any part in an MCC service knows the value of the Media Ministries Team, headed by Dan Davis.  It takes a lot of hard work, creativity, and organization to make sure lights, sound, and computers all function effectively to produce a cohesive service each Sabbath.  And there is no one better at getting the equipment to do its stuff than Dan.

     Dan spent his youth in Michigan and various suburbs of Chicago.  He took an Aircraft Mechanic’s Apprenticeship at Andrews University and eventually studied Nursing in North Carolina, after 7 years in the Army at Fort Bragg.  His love for technology was deeply rooted, and when he left the Army and began working in Nursing, he made it known to anyone who would listen that his interests lay in the area of Nursing Informatics, using software in the process of medical documentation.  Finally, as technology began to infiltrate more and more areas of medicine, he was placed in a position of doing what he loved, which he now does for HCA in Nashville.
     Dan knew his wife, Marilyn, as a child, but they went their separate ways.  In North Carolina they became reacquainted and married.  They moved here about nine years ago.  They have three children, Jason, 25; Kristin, 23; and Daniel, 14.  When Dan moved here he became involved in church technology immediately, as this was his area of deep interest.  He noticed that no one was really doing much with the lights during the church service, and he took on the responsibility of reading the manuals to figure out how they worked and could best be incorporated into the church service.  That was a long time ago, and technology has moved right along with time. MCC Media Ministries now incorporates 30-50 people on any given Sabbath, many of whom are young people.  Dan is excited by the fact that many Sabbaths there are more young people willing to help with Media Ministries than they have need for, especially during second service.  “I’ve had parents tell me how proud their children feel to be involved with the church service.  Sometimes they tell me that their kids were having a bad day, and being an active participant allowed them to feel a part of the service, not just an outsider.  More people need to learn that church is not just about what ‘I get,’, but what ‘I can give.’”
     Does Dan feel technology is his calling for service?  “I’m torn.  I feel that my job with the hospital is right where I need to be, because I am providing a great service for nurses, with an impact across the US, allowing them to do their job more safely and effectively.  I also feel that my job with the church is right where I need to be, though.  If I were to win the lottery, I’d probably quit my job, because I feel that I need more time and money to accomplish all I’d like to with the Media Ministries Team.”  

     Dan’s future goals include getting DVD players to every shut-in, and then mailing them DVDs of the service each Monday.  “This way,” he says, “they can have the church service delivered to them by Tuesday of each week.”  When asked what he sees as the role of technology in the future of Christian service at MCC, Dan said, “The value of technology is two-fold.  First, it allows the congregation to see what is going on in different corners of the church locally with the body.  Those who may be too shy to come up on stage with Pastor Lynn and give their testimony can be recorded, allowing others to get to know them and what they’re doing.  Secondly, technology allows us to share with people outside of our church who can’t or won’t come to the church service each week.”
