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by Diana Hardin

Robin and Dawnyll Hooker met 18 years ago when she was working at Nordstrom in the perfume department and he was buying perfume for his mother.  She doesn’t remember meeting him, but several mutual friends said that he cam in and was immediately smitten!  They began dating three years later.  Neither of them were Christians, but they began attending Doug Batchlor’s church in Sacramento, California.  Robin proposed shortly thereafter, and they both became Adventists: him the day before they married, and her four months later.  They have two children: Elizabeth, who was born in 1995, and Elijah, who was born in 1999.  
Robin works for Fed Ex and was promoted in 2000, at which time they moved to the Seattle area.  Elizabeth attended Buena Vista Adventist Elementary, and Dawnyll worked at the Adventist preschool in the Pre-K classroom. Robin was very busy in Washington, as his responsibilities encompassed running the financial departments for the states of Washington, Alaska and Idaho.  Although Washington was fun, Robin and Dawnyll felt that they needed sunshine.  Dawnyll prayed to Lord an earnest prayer with tears in her eyes, begging Him to move them to a location that was more affordable and had weather that would allow for hiking, biking, swimming and tennis.  They had no real hope of a move, but within six weeks of that prayer they were living in Tennessee and Elizabeth had started school at Madison Campus Elementary.  “That is a miracle!” says Dawnyll.

The Hookers love it here and are very busy.  Robin gives youth leadership workshops at the public schools, tutors at the public schools, and is devoting every minute he can to the Madison Campus Trailblazers Drum Corps- he has a true vision for the Drum Line and is excited to watch the fruition of his vision.  Dawnyll has been blessed to work at MCE for the last two school years as a Teacher’s Assistant. In her spare time she enjoys outdoor sports and has been studying African Humanities for the last 7 years, as well as Ethnic Cooking.  Elizabeth is 12 and going into the seventh grade. Elizabeth is a straight A student who just served as a student ambassador in Washington. She saw all of the monuments, memorials and ate dinner at the Saudi Arabian Embassy.  She wrote many papers and enjoyed the trip tremendously.  Elijah is entering the second grade and has the gift of a good sense of humor. He loves biking and enjoys anything that has to do with Science. Dawnyll says, “God is very good and has blessed our family more than we deserve.”
When asked what they like best about our church, the Hookers said, “As a global organization, we like its biblical foundation, prophetic light, and global mission.  Locally, the church has great people, leadership, and volunteers.”  When asked what they think should be our church’s main focus in order to speed the Lord’s return, they replied, “We may be biased, but we both came into the church in our twenties in California through prophetic seminars.  We feel strongly about the impact of the Three Angel’s Message  and the power of Christ-centered seminars that educate people about the books of Daniel, Revelation, and the health message (not to mention all of the other wonderful teachings throughout God's word that have blessed us).   This End Times Message, in the mouths of a people who love God, love each other and are willing to serve the world, when combined with the power of the Holy Spirit (which will lead us into truth) will help prepare people for the future.”    

The Hookers believe God saves people one at a time and works through all different kinds of people.  It was lay people who invited them to the seminars; they had colorful backgrounds, but they were new believers.  Dawnyll says, “They were excited and they were sharing the light they had, God did the heavy lifting.  Now the adventure has started for us.  Personal testimony shared one-on-one is a way of praising God and witnessing to other people simultaneously.  I believe that it make the arch enemy pretty upset as well.”
The Hookers enjoy several Sabbath School classes, including the Siimpsons’.  Next time you see Dawnyll at the school or Robin with drum sticks in hand and pathfinders at his heel, please take a moment to say hello to them!  We’re thrilled they’ve joined our adventure here at MCC!
 

