Paul Viera
-by Diana Hardin

     A typical Sabbath begins early for Paul Viera.  He is at church every week at 7 am, and by the time most of us probably arrive he has already unlocked all the doors, set the air conditioner or heater to the appropriate comfort zone, distributed Quarterlies and Little Friends to each of the Sabbath school classrooms, distributed bulletins to each entry point, and made sure the pews have all the appropriate forms, Bibles, and hymnals.  And all of that happens before the service even starts!  

     It is so easy for us to attend church.  Everything is prepared and comfortable.  All we have to do is show up!  It’s easy to forget that there are some Adventists who actually do “work” on Sabbath (besides Pastor Lynn).  I doubt if Paul sees it as work, though.  As the head deacon, I have a feeling he sees this as his mission, a privilege even.  
     There are about 50 deacons in this church, and every Sabbath there are at least 6 on duty for first service and 14 on duty for second service.  Basically, their job is to see to our comfort and meet our needs.  It’s a “behind the scenes” job that we never think about, but would sorely miss if it didn’t happen.  During the service the deacons are responsible for collecting and sorting the offering, providing any handouts necessary to the service, and taking care of any needs that arise.  I can’t tell you how many times I personally have asked Paul to unlock a door for me when I’ve left something behind.  And he is always willing and happy to help.    
     Because Paul grew up in a military family, he lived in many places, though he was born in the Panama Canal zone.  He moved to Tennessee in 1962 and has worked as a security guard for many years.  In fact, he met his wife, Elaine, when he was working in security at TCMC.  They were married in 1972 and have one daughter, Paula, who works at Southern Adventist University.
     Paul was not raised an SDA, but Elaine was.  So after receiving Bible studies in their home, Paul was baptized in 1988.  He was serving the church even before that time, though, by singing in our choir and helping out in our children’s divisions.  It was in 1988 that he felt called to be a deacon, and he has been the head deacon for 12 years now.  Paul sees his mission as “Helping other deacons to perform their duties—acting as a mentor for them so they can learn to help others in the church.”  He said that the best thing about our church right now is its growth.  In fact, because of the amount of growth our church continues to experience, Paul says we have a difficult time keeping up with the quarterlies for each of the adult Sabbath school classes, and especially the children’s classes.  What a nice problem!  Children are important to Paul.  They always have been.  Several of the deacons currently help in the younger divisions.  Paul feels that our greatest need as a church right now is continued increased visitation for those who can’t make it to church.  

     Paul has dedicated his life to service for Christ, and we experience the effects of his service every Sabbath.  Elaine supports him in his work by helping him with any aspect of his job that she can.  In a lot of ways they are a team.  Paul said that his favorite hymn is “The Longer I Serve Him.”  I can think of no more appropriate song for someone as giving and selfless as our head deacon.

