Waldemar Wensell
By Diana Hardin

     Waldemar Wensell is the youngest of 5 children born to a very musical family in Entre Rios, Argentina.  He obtained a degree in Piano from the National Conservatory of Music and took a job with the Voice of Prophecy in Rio De Janeiro, where he met his wife, Nancy, who was finishing her education there.  They were married in 1972, and moved back to Argentina where Waldemar took a position as the Music Director of the Adventist University.  Meanwhile, he began taking classes at the National University to obtain another bachelor’s degree and master’s degree in vocal performance and pedagogy, while Nancy obtained her master’s degree in vocal education.  As if they weren’t busy enough, they also had three children during those years: Max, Dan, and Solange. 
     In the years that followed, the Wensells moved to Greater Miami Academy in Florida, where Waldemar was Music Director, Shenandoah Valley Academy, where he was Choir Director, and Gem State Academy, where he was Music Director.  Finally, they moved to Nashville in 1998 where he took the position of Music Director at Madison Academy and Madison Campus Church.
     I asked Waldemar to first discuss his philosophy on music education at the Academy level.  He said, “Kids cannot enjoy what they don’t know.  They are trapped in a bad quality of music because that is all they know.  As educators, it is our job to expose them to a more uplifting and intellectual form of music than commercial music.  Commercial music is not guided by the Holy Spirit.”  Waldemar told me that the kids enjoy this higher quality of music, once they’re exposed to it.  “They do sometimes question their audience’s reaction to it, though,” he said.  He explained that they are sometimes concerned that such serious music might not be received well.  For example, the MA choir went to Peru last year for a mission trip, and Waldemar feels this was a great experience for them.  “We had a very serious repertoire, and we performed it for very poor and very illiterate people, and they got the message.   This was a blessing for the kids.  Good things are good things.  Good music is not good because you like it.  It is simply good music.”  Waldemar feels that exposing others to these “good things” is a blessing for the Academy kids, which is why they spend one Sabbath each month during the school year sharing their music with local churches.
     As for Waldemar’s position as Music Director at MCC, I asked him what he saw as the function of music in Worship.  He said, “Ellen White said music was as important as prayer.  Worship will be an end time issue, and we see issues of music dividing our church now.  Our job is to provide the best quality of music in the worship service.  Anything less is not led by the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit will never provoke division in a church.”  I asked him how he feels our worship service can reach different people with different musical tastes.  He said, “Worship is not a show.  Many kids today come to church to be entertained.  This is a problem that needs to be solved on the other end.  It is all about the essence of who God is: the King of the Universe.  The universe is not a democracy, and if we don’t start feeling as though the universe is a theocracy, we will be out of place in heaven.  In worship, we should be asking ourselves what God wants.”  Waldemar told me that he has dedicated his life to serving God.  That includes involving as many people as possible in the worship service, but he feels that some don’t want to be included.  He says, “Compromising the level of sacredness for entertainment does not help.”
      Waldemar has exciting things planned for the upcoming season, both at MA and MCC.  Although the Academy choir won’t be taking a major trip this year, they will likely take a long weekend and travel to a major city to perform.  In addition, they will continue their local weekend performances each month.  The church might be looking forward to a major production this season as well, probably in the spring.  And of course, the choir and orchestra will continue their regular performances at church twice each month.  Keep your eyes and ears opened, dust off that instrument, and practice your scales in the shower.  A major performance means shoring up the existing choir and orchestra with additional members, and the MCC choir and orchestra needs your help in making beautiful music to God.  Next time you see Waldemar, take a moment to thank him for his dedication to that cause.
