Kersh Walters
     Kersh Walters moved from the Pacific Northwest to Tennessee with his wife, Judy, in 1999.  They moved for the same reason most grandparents move—to be closer to the grandchildren, of course!  Their children, Jeff and Shelly Peterson, have two nine year old twins, and Kersh is delighted to be a regular part of their lives.  

     Kersh has a rich, varied, and quite impressive history.  After growing up in Mississippi, he got into the radio sales business at a young age.  Since advancing in the radio business usually means moving to a larger market, Kersh moved a lot.  He moved to California in the 60s, and had a very successful career there.  In fact, he and another gentleman started the Columbia School of Broadcasting in Southern California, one of the most famous names in the business, where Kersh developed a course for advertising sales.  According to Kersh, “I’ve always been involved in ideas that were on the cutting edge.”  From there he moved to San Francisco and eventually went to Omaha, Nebraska to set up a business for a friend.  Kersh would probably consider this the best move of his life, because it was there he met Judy, who was part owner in a trucking business.           

     Kersh was raised Methodist.  In fact, he has a brother and several other family members who are Methodist ministers.  After he met Judy, who was raised an Adventist, and realized he was getting serious about her, he decided to ask his brother’s opinion about the Adventist church.  His brother said, “You’ll have to change your lifestyle a little, and you’ll have to go to church on Saturday, but you could do worse.”  I think Kersh would say that he probably couldn’t have done any better, because he married Judy and moved to Portland, Oregon with her.  When speaking of his early experience in the Adventist church, Kersh said, “It felt so great to be back in church, and it (the Adventist church) just seemed so natural.”
     Kersh is retired now, but you’d never know it.  A couple of years ago he took on the task of reviving the church newsletter.  He was also in charge of the newly completed Church Directory project, as well as being actively involved in Men’s Ministries.  Given his extensive background in communication, it is no surprise that Kersh would have a burden to improve communication in our church.  He said, “There are two distinct groups in this church, and it seemed obvious that we needed to improve communication between the two.  The newsletter and the directory project seemed like a good way to do that.  Besides, the directory gave me the opportunity to get acquainted with a lot of people in the church.”  

     When asked what he saw as the greatest need for our church Kersh said this:  “There is a relatively small group of people who seem to be involved in all of the projects and activities.  In order to progress as a church, we need to find better ways of involving people through the Sabbath Schools and small groups.  When people are having a great experience, they’re not reluctant to tell others about it.”

     The next time you see Kersh, don’t hesitate to tell him how much you appreciate the newsletter and the beautiful color directory.  Our church certainly appreciates members like Kersh!

