Welcome the Light
“In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good 

deeds and praise your Father in Heaven.” Matt. 5:16
     There is a story that is told about a young artist who was touring Austria and came upon a beautiful old church.  The architecture of this church was incredible, and even more so on the inside than the outside.  He began wandering around, sketching and making notes in his journal.  There was so much to see, so much to take in, that he realized he’d been there for quite a long time and that he needed to be on his way to his next stop before dark.  As he was leaving, he came across the church caretaker, an old man with a kindly face.  They began speaking, and the young man explained who he was and why he was there.  The caretaker told him he was welcome to wander about the church grounds and to ask if he had any questions. 

     “Your church is beautiful,” said the young man, but there is one question which has been plaguing me.”

     “What is it,” asked the caretaker? 
     “Well,” said the young man, “I notice there are no lights in this church and there are no candles.  What do you do for light during your services?”

     The caretaker smiled and said, “Each member of our church brings a candle with them when they come to service.  The church is the people, and the people are the light.”
     The summer months provide for us all many enjoyable activities and much needed vacations, but the bad part about our members being somewhere else, is that they’re not here!  When travels take our members away, even for a short time, it leaves our church a little dim during the summer.  For just as the caretaker said, “our church is our people, and our people are the light.”  You are the ones who bring this church to life.  You are the ones who cast warmth and comfort on the hearts of each other and our community.  You are the ones who create the glow that spills from our windows and doors.  Without your presence here, we are never quite complete.  So as summer is ending and life returns to its normal routine, your church welcomes you home. Bring your candle, come and sit awhile, and let us all bask in the light of fellowship with believers in the Eternal Light, Jesus Christ. 
     This September, we welcome your return, and we welcome the light!  
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